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Platt  announces  departure  from  IMB 

Pledges  stay  on  while 
trustees  initiate  search 
for  agency’s  next  leader 


eial)  -  Citing  a  penonally-klt  agreed  to  allow  Platt  to  aeive  in 
need  to  involve  himaelf  mote  tSoae  dual  rolea  at  they  evalu- 
deeply  in  leading  local  church  'Vted  the  aituation. 
won.  International  Miaaion  The  executive  committee 
Board  (DIB)  Preeident  Da-  had  apparently  not  reached 
vid  Platt  on  Feb.  u  aaked  any  concluaiona  at  the  time  (d 
die  Southern  Baptiat  miaaion  Platt’a  announcentent  that  he 
agency'a  truateea  to  imnw^i-  ia  leaving  IMB. 
ateiy  begin  aearching  for  hia  Aocoraing  to  infarmation 
aucceaaor.  obtained  by  The  Baptiat  Re- 

Platt  alao  announced  hia  de-  cord  from  me  IMB  ww  aite  in 
cition  atep  down  to  IMB  freld  Sqitemberrflaatyear,  McLean 
personikd  Aod  itafiL  in  Deraon  BibieCintraibociiiw  ft  cooper- 
^viae-maOtotW^tin  atii«  diurch  widt  die  SBC  in 
Sichmond.  2C>>o  ■ix)  acrvea  aa  a  'bub  for 

Platt  will  con-  ^  North  Amariean  Miaaion 

dniie  to  aervt  ^ 

tfnrtt  t  D.C.  srau 

ident  fr  elected.  ^  currently  Hated 


I-  but  alcMva  bod)  hnnoaaxual 
!  and  hatatnaaaual  couplaa  to , 
;  enter  into  partnardapa  vdth  a 
'  oactain  legal  riqtna  praifloualy 
haU  only  by  haiaroaaKual 
rnaniad  couplaa.  Bormuda 
attomay  Marie  RatlinglR  who 
suocaaaiully  tapiaairead 
hoinoaaiual  pMndfia  in  dia 
f  2017  Barmuda  Supiama 


ALPHARETTA.  6a.  (BP) 
-;>T)ia  North  Amari^ 


he  has  been  *bttideiied  to 
one  preaching  and  lead- 
I  the  ucal  churai,*  which 


tal  changea  when  they  visit 
UfsWay  (3irisdan  Stores, 
trustees  were  told  at  their 
semiannual  meeting  Feb.  s-fr. 

LifeWay  leaden  abated  a 
vkion  of  atorea  where  people 
win  gather  not  only  to  b^mb- 


Ucal  aohidons  for  life  but  also 
to  connect,  learn  and  grow. 

-The  oppoctunioea  to 
do  more  are  faiat  amaaing,* 
UfeWay  PreaidaBt  andCEO 
Thom  S.  Rainar  tedd  truat¬ 
eea.  *In  Ood’s  power  we  seek 
to  tranaform  Uvea  and  serve 
churches.* 

Several  LifeWay  stores  have 
begim  testing  the  new  ap¬ 
proach  with  special  events  aM 
places  to  gatner.  Eric  Geiger, 


evant  vdien  the  proLQBfT 
giaup^bisctsd.  sard  the 
founder  d  lha  Arwwara  in 
Oanmla  mok>9d>o*  mWatry 
and  lha  driving  fotoa  behind 
die  Creation  Muaaum  and 
Afk  Encourasr  stdacdons. 
bodi  locatsd  in  Karaucky. 
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Rethinking  Heaven 


Guest  op'mion 

with  Jared  C.  Wilson 


This  is  news? 


Just  when  we  think  the  main-  KhnYo  Jong  serves  her  brother’s 

stream  secular  news  media  totalharianatnMreginieas&eo- 

can  go  no  lower,  they  surprise  tnr  of  the  Cabinet-level  propamnda 

us.  We've  known  for  some  time  and  ^ritstioo  department,  anois 

that  estinction  was  near  for  dear,  cos^Mered  hie  ckieest  fooiSdant  in 

unbiased  joumaBsm  that  objec-  apoUtkalstructuiethatismmaral- 

tively  reports  all  sides  of  a  story  loedmitsparanoiaaDdruthless- 

andaUoMustomakeupourmvn  rtess  toward  its  own  dtisens.  That 

mindson  vdiete  we  staiu.  Slowly  makesher  oomplidt  in  thacaass 
butsuiely  — and  lately,  much  hwter  starvation  of  North  Koreans  and  the 
and  mote  certain  dian  ever  —  Stan-  brutal  irnprisoitment  of  hundreds  of 
dards  of  professiotud  conduct  in  die  rtioiMaiidsofotfaets  in  Stalin  style 
news  media  have  vanished.  gulaci  where  they  are  tortured  and 

Most  people  recall  when  the  sometimes  fed  to  ravenous  do^. 

unimpesidiaDle  6o  Minutes  news  Defxtora  have  aOeaed  that  one 

magaaneonCBSsecredyrimBda  prison  camp  ia  set  aside  for  special 

picimptnicktoenilode,toae(xive  mistieetmentofCliriatiansOTsuch 
us  into  bebevitKthdrstotyiine  that  oflenses  as  pnwessing  a  Bible  oc'at- 
tfaebnmdofvehicieinvalv^was  teoap'lag  to  attend  an  underground 

unsife.  It  wmsat,  but  the  dramatic  weobi^aetvioe. 

staging  of  the  explosion  would  have  All  (Xthia  while  the  Kim  Cun- 

usoelimitwas.  8y,indadtngKlmYoJo^lt>ein 


trusted  almost  complete  was  in 


have  beu  thousands  of  ilrastra-  the  eaUateleviaioa  news  network 

tions  since  then  of  the  sense  of  CNN  ^owhi^  observed  in  a  head- 

trustworthineaa  developing  among  bne  on  ha  ww>  site.  *lf 'di|iinniatic 
viewers  of  secular  newa  media.  dance' were  an  event  at  me  lA^nler 
We've  learned  a  great  deal  in  the  QOhnnplca,*  CNN  went  ootoerDon, 
intervenirm  years,  but  the  aecular  *nmJoogUn'svoimgeraialar 
newe  media  sdn  bold  tremendous  wortldbemvoredtorwapid.* 
power  to  shape  and  package  a  story  TheNewYorkTimes,iisserih- 
notfortrutfanilretelliagandpifoUc  ing  the ‘sprinkles  of  foeddesanliar 
enlightanment  but  for  toe  advance-  dteeka,*  reported  of  lOmYo  Jong: 
ment  of  an  agenda.  ‘Hashing  a  q>hinx~like  mile  and 

TheproUwisthatpractitiotien  wMmoteverapeakinginBaMic, 
oftheasrkarttoftfaeaecularnewa  Ma-Cmirramigadtooui  ibnklfr. 

media  don't  nye  the  American  peo-  T^tmm'b  envoy  to  the  Oiympici, 
pie  much  cr^  for  seeing  throuA  Vice  nesidertt  Mike  PetKe,tn  the 
their  bias-driven  deaeptions.WBi  gsme  (tf  diplomatic  knsoMnridng.* 
putadvdy  terioua  secular  newt  re-  Not  to  be  outdone,  the  WaaUng- 

pocting  looking  more  and  more  like  tan  Poet  crowed  that  Kim  Jong  Yo 
entertainment,  reporters  and  edi-  was  *youmful  [and]  phatogeiuc,‘ 

tors  and  eaecuthne  have  developed  an  otMous  slap  aimed  at  Penoe, 
theadf-centeredneaaafHoQywood  and  poaaeased  ‘high  efaatk- 
typesvdxi  look  down  on  the  great  hones  arid  fine  eais,‘ probably 

unwashed  masaes  (also  known  as  aaeast  as  another  catty  insult  to 

flyover  country^  that  made  mem  me  vioe-gteBidetit. 
fomous  in  the  tost  place.  Mam' midor  secular  newt  oolleta 

The  latest  example  of  this  wril-  UksCNN,  the  New  York  Timet,  and 
eatabOahed  trend  H  the  fowniiat  meWaahtaghmPostaresopnifBa- 
adulathm  in  the  U.S.  news  me&  nonslly  corrupt  and  inteflecKuJly 
fiir  Kim  Yo  Jong  at  the  Win-  diahntieat  that  tfary  ate  willing  to 

ter  Olympics  in  PyeongChaiig.  foist  sudmotisenie  on  people  like 

Soam  Korea.  Kim  Yo  Joim  is  the  vou  and  me  that  they  couaider  their 
youn^  sister  of  one  of  t&etnei*  ipiorant  inferiors  — even  vrhfleop- 
eat  dirtators  of  me  modem  era,  aaBtfoas  IQte  CNN  are  announdsg 

Khn  Jong  tin  of  North  Korea,  who  deep  bod^  cuts  beeauseadvertis- 
cUspatdied  his  sibling  on  s  diarm  ingrevenua  ia  felling, 
omnsiva  to  the  games  corrently  They  iust  dooT  get  it.  ao  perhaps 
being  held  in  Us  hated  neighbor  wadibiud  continue  to  explain  ft  to 

nation  to  me  south.  them  wMi  our  TV  channel  seiecton. 


claim  farheaven  here  on  earth,  giving  oth-  heawm  far  me.  No,  heaven  doeanT  change 

en  a  window  into  the  worid  where  God's  but  n^  vision  of  it  does.  Heaven  becomes 

wgiadoneinmereconcflingofpeopieto  more  real  and  more  immediate  and  thus  It 

HhmdfforHwgl^.  ctoummnvvWaaaftlmwsinniyeveiyda) 

■  Goinplomo^Manyafuatoe  fife,  gnddenly  heaven  doesn’t  seem  soar 

temptrf  to  shnply  treat  our  days  Mae  oft  but  ramerUhe  it’s  around  evenr  comer. 

.  pundung  a  dodc  for  a  ptycheoE.  some¬ 
thing  to  feep  us  warm  Slid  wcO-fed.  If  we  WEaoa  is  direcmrqf content  strafem 

dare  (beam  Di&  we  think  afong  the  lines  of  /or  Itkiwatern  Seminary  in  KanaaMCuy, 
me  American  Dream  ofhneinng  far  our  tto.  His  ooinmmitaru  appears  courtesy  cf 

finandaifoture,  or  ptoting  me  kids  through  Baptist  Press.  BUftea/orstyie. 
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BAWI$TS  VOlUMEIOvNUMKIlIvISStHCi&Sng 

PuWiand  vMsttv  susrr  wMts  0)  Jsh  4  sat  Qaatsas  hr  Maai^  Batsnt  Canmntnn  &»rd 
VS  UasBSh  Snal  Jackson.  46  JgNI.  Ssasatolm  t1 1 H  pai  m  myabk  m  atnwict.  Eccnocv  pans 
wsaitls  to  coopsrt'.ing  Manaaii  oSuttaa  toinrtmls  liansp  aSil  al  Jatoaa.  MS  MbtHw  A^  atan 
nr  Sisla  Bapbal  Papsta  fniKtuM,  ttsiv;  smt  -  oa  eSaaStt  wsUi  fmr  to  'sgusstsO  poMicaOi)!;  oata 
MwtlWng-  twe  Cdle.'itowaaaiinnrlDnqiwsladpiajcxlitnttrs  ftn sSn>9iaai aa lutriaa lo 
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Sutherland  Springs  lifted 
by  influx  of  compassion 


*We  think  nwKhly  it  will  be  nne  mil¬ 
lion  to  one-and-Mialf  miDioa  [dot- 
lanL’  NAMB  Predident  Kevin  Ezell 
saidauriim  I  Feb.  6  meeting  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  boanf  t  trustees. 

*Ttie  construction  company  has 
woriwd  with  the  church  for  frm  to  come 
up  with  a  desim  for  new  buildings  and 
walked  throu^  it  with  pastor  Pomeroy 
and  the  leaders  they  have  appointed, 
EzaD  noted. 

Concemim  funding  for  the  project, 
Ezell  said,  ‘Ttiere  hasbeen  sud a  de¬ 
sire  to  help  among  Southern  Baptists 
a^...  we  will  let  churches  know  that 
if  tluw  want  to  give,  diey  can.  If  1,500 
chunmes  were  to  give  $1,000,  that’s 
$1.5  million.  In  the  SBC  family,  every¬ 
one  who  wants  to  can  be  a  part  of  that." 

NAMB  spokesman  Mike  Ebert  said 
the  range  (at  the  cost  of  construction 
stems  nom  anticipated  donated  servic¬ 
es  from  various  contractors  who  will  be 
working  on  the  rebuild. 


Joann  ward  and  two  of 
hb  sisters. 

“There  are  so  many 
people  stepping  up  who 
want  to  hup,*  said  Ted  waho 
Elmore  of  the  Southern 
Baptists  of  Texas  Convention  (SBTC), 
from  firemen  and  police  in  San  An¬ 
tonio  to  the  SBTC  and  its  churches 
across  the  state;  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB);  a  San  Anto¬ 
nio-based  independent  grocery  chain; 
a  leading  roofing  firm;  and  the  people 
of  rural^tbcriand  Springs  ana  near¬ 
by  communities. 

First  Church  has  also  formed  a  six- 
menher  restoration  committee,  indud- 
ing  one  member  from  a  nearby  town 


Ebert  told  Baptist  Press  the  rebuild 
win  be  a  fuU-fiedged  construction  pit^ 
ect  with  a  start  and  end  date  that  wul 
not  entail  the  removal  of  the  former 
worship  center,  vdiich  is  now  a  memo¬ 
rial,  nor  an  ar^acent  education  build¬ 
ing.  Decisions  on  those  facilities  wfll  be 


to  cover  the  baDet  boles.  It  &  ^ing 
staffed  by  volunteers  from  churches 
in  the  local  (lambreU  Association  and 
other  churches  in  Texas  such  as  First 
Church  in  Karnes  City,  Valley  Hi  First 
Churdi  in  San  Antonio,  and  Christ 
Central  Church  in  Robstown  near  Cor¬ 
pus  Christi. 

Visitors  are  welcome.  The  memorial 
is  open  from  10  a.m.  tmtil  2  or  3  p.m., 
Monday  through  Wednesday,  and 
10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Thursday  through 


one  or  more  conference  cans  eats  week 
with  the  committee  and  First  Church 
pastor  Frank  Pomerov,  whose  14-yeu- 
old  daughter  AnnabeUe  was  amoiiw  the 
fetaUtiee  at  the  bands  of  Devin  Kdl^. 

Kdlcy  was  forced  to  flee  die  dnuch 
by  an  armed  dtiaen  who  grabbed  his  ri¬ 
fle  and  rushed  to  the  scene  when  he  was 
tcM  what  was  going  on  fliere.  Kelley 
committed  suhade  sfter  wrecking  his 


RailyiMg  to  help 

Among  San  Antonio-area  business- 


'Life  has  been  forever 
changed  for  these  folks  but  in 
spite  of  the  deepest  hurts, 
they  have  embraced  and  said. 
The  devil  wiflfiol  win." 

Tad  Elmore 

Southern  Septiete  ofTfoxae 
Convention  (SSTC) 


es  at  the  forefront  of  betping  ore  the 
H-E-B  independent  grocery  chain  and 
Beldon  Roofing  Compmw. 

Through  its  Spirit  of  Giving  charity, 
H-E-B  built  ramps  for  the  inured  at 
their  homes  that  meet  ADA  standards. 
The  chain  also  provided  diract  aid  to 
survivors  and  femih  members  of  the 
deceased  through  donations  made  at 
check-out  lines  in  their  Texas  stores. 

Beldon  took  the  lead  in  fundiiig  res¬ 
toration  needed  for  die  memorial  and 
created  a  GoPundMe  account  that  has 
raised  $1.2  million  from  nearly  koo 
donors  since  setting  an  initial  gom  of 
$2ro,ooo  on  Nov.  7. 

Several  other  GoPundMe  accounts 
have  been  created  for  die  rimo^iiH  vic- 
dma,  including  one  honoris  Joann 
Ward  and  her  two  slain  douriiteis: 
Abo  far  the  W*""*"*  b  an  ap-  Brooke  Word,  age  fhn.,  who  dbdin  her 
pceebtfon  banquet  for  fiiel-ieqioDden  mother’s  arms  and  BmayGama,  age 
leonaalad  bv  the  hmdad  up  by  aeveo  and  the  middk  of  thi  fomil^s 

Ehnofe  af'nTC  Kevin  Coenrans,  fivechfldren. 
paatoc  of  First  Chmch  in  Kamea.  In  addition  to  Rjdandi  hb  father 

Tbeic’a  no  wm  you  can  repay  die  Chrb  and  hb  (fldeat  sbter  Rihanna, 
firet-reaponders  for  what  t^  did,*  age  nine,  survived. 

Ebnore  said.  *Their  work  wet  moou-  To  GoFundMe  donors,  the  Ward 
mentaL*  The  grtheriim  also  will  inchide  femily  wrote,  *Yoa  have  made  a  differ- 
grateftil  survtvots  sm  their  femilies.  enoe  in  how  these  chUdren  will  grow 
"ihete’s  great  healing  in  an  approprbte  up  and  frux  a  life  without  their  mother 
hug,*  Elmore  said.  and  siblings.’ 


*L.m  has  bsen  _  _  ,  ,  .  _ 

these  folks  but  in  spite  of  the  deep^  ^turday. 

hurts,  diey  have  embraced  and  said.  The  volunteers  greet  visitors  and 
The  devil  will  not  win,’*  said  Ehnore,  “lirteii,  pray  with  people,  and  if  oppor- 

a.1.^  OMWW _ t - -  ta.1.  _ :a  -  VI. 
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dosiiig  lower  by  MTS  pointt- Since  t 
there  have  been  more  nMjoT  down  d^ys. 
I  was  tied  up  on  Febniaiy  5  in  meeting* 
one  after  anotiter  after  another,  and  it 
was  only  at  tix  dose  of  the  dav  that  I 
knew  the  market  had  been  so  Dad. 

I  was  talking  with  a  .&iend  and  the  ' 
tc^  came  up  of  the  awesome  drop. 
Like  many  ot  the  folks  on  television  and 
in  their  own  homes,  we  were  talking 
about  what  it  meant.  I  reminded  him 
of  the  stock  market  crash  in  the  foil  of 
1920,  when  panic  spread  across  all  the 
land.  Some  prople  m  desperation  felt 
r  had  nothing  for  which  to  live  and 


took  their  lives,  nterally  jumping  from 
buildinn  because  thev  could  not  foce 
the  crisis  that  was  taUng  place.  I  told 
m)r  friend,  ‘Don't  you  rojump  off  some 
building  somewhere.*  He  said,  “Well, 
you  know  where  I  live  we  don’t  have 
any  high  buildings,  .^lout  all  I  could 
do  is  jump  off  my  front  porth.*  I  urged 
him  not  to  hurt  nimaeffW  taldng  tmd 
two-  or  three-feet  (hve  off  hia  porch. 

February  s  was  truly  not  a  good 
day  for  the  country,  the  stock  market, 
aiKl  people  who  haw  investments  and 
retirement  tied  un  in  the  stock  market 
For  some  reason  I  thought  about  the 
map  vho  was  the  keeper  of  the  jail  in 
the  story  of  Paul  and  Silas  in  Acts  16. 
The  Bible  sm  when  an  earthquake  hit 
the  jailer  woke  up  and  saw  the  doMS 
of  toe  prison  were  opeiL  For  the  jailer 
whose  responsibility  It  was  to  ke^  idl 
the  prisonos  locked  up,  the  ultimate 
crisis  had  hit  What  could  he  do?  In 


Jumping  Off 
the  Front  Porch 

he  thou^  his  life  had  reached  its  end.  theendof  his  world  For  most  people 

across  the  land,  1'ebruaty  s  was  sbmifi- 
cant  but  not  a  world  chan^.  It  «vas  the 
largest  point  drop  in  histr^  —  but  it 
was  not  the  largest  percentage  dnm  by 
any  means.  That’s  important  This  is  a 
good  time  to  tiiink  about  what  it  is  in 
wbidi  you  actually  put  your  confidence: 
the  Lord,  or  and  hoods  or  your 

houahak  be  saved*  CActs  16:311  and  owndeverinvestmentpioceasTWorid- 
I  what  tbejafler  did  Not  cafe  did  he  ty  gain  is  ahvays  subject  to  adjustments, 
to  know  the  Lard  he  brought  Us  dianges,  even  ermhes.  Thetnithfor 

die  believer  is  that  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
your  value  ia  what  God  has  made  you  to 
be  and  not  what  doDar*  and  cents  and 
stocks  and  bonds  make  you  think  yon 
are.  Think  about  life.  God’s  Ufc  in  you 
and  for  you,  and  the  value  of  what  that 
means  in  tight  of  that  in  which  you  may 
have  put  your  eonfidaocs. 

M  The  second  word  is  Is  uet.  *What 
time  I  am  afraid  I  will  trust  in  time’ 


in  his  life  occurred  i^ien  Paul  and  SQas 
said  *Do  ti^self  no  harm:  for  we  are  an 
here*  CActs  16:28).  The  jailer  said,  *Wlwt 
must  I  do  to  be  saved?*  CActs  16^).  The 
mamentoftnithandjoyandendieaspos- 
siUtities  was  right  bene  him.  Paul  smd 
to  him, ‘Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  duist, 
and  thou  shak  be  saved*  CActs  16:31),  and 
that  is  what  the;  "  '  ‘ 

whole  fomily  to  the  Lmd 

Life  has  ns  ups  and  downs,  its 
earthquakes,  and  its  Dow  Jones  shakes. 
What  should  we  do?  I  encourage  you 
to  poote  three  simple  words  thst  will 
makfa  difference  for  you  on  crisis  days 
and  every  day: 

■  First  of  alL  think.  Stim  and  think 
about  what’s  taking  place.  For  the 
jailer.  Us  crisis  turned  out  not  to  be 


(f*-  s6:3X  Mye  the  psalmist  Bvery 
denomimkioo  of  monw  we  have  m 
America  inrhidea  the  uirase,  Tn  God 
we  trnat*  Well,  do  h.  Timst  Him.  As 
Paul  and  Silas  enooun^  the  hder, 
put  ypur  trust  in  the  Lord.  Let  Him  do 
what  oofe  He  can  do  and  you  can  rest 
in  Him.  It  is,  *In  God  we  trust,*  not  *In 
Dow  Jones  we  trust*  Find  a  quiet  mo¬ 
ment  to  get  wkh  tile  Lord  whatever  the 
cfrcumsUnces  around  you  and  come  to 
that  peaceftiL  joyfid  eaperience  of  rest- 
inaand  trusting  in  Him. 

■  When  vou  tiiink  and  while  yon 
trust  go  a  further  step  and  tha^ 
Thank  God  for  what  you  have.  Thank 
God  for  the  tilings  tiud  are  tinting  -  a 
fomily  that  loves  you,  and  friends  and 
chunm  relationsUpe  that  are  meaning¬ 
ful,  nurturing,  and  strengthening  to 
you.  In  1929  when  the  stock  market 
crashed  thm  were  people  who  lost 
everything.  Their  stodn  and  bonds  and 
investments  all  completdy  vanished, 
never  to  return.  ThU  has  not  been  true 
in  2018.  The  Dow  Jones  Industrial 
Average  dropped  only  four  percent  on 
February  5,  aM  most  of  the  earninra 
reflected  in  that  four  percent  was  what 
we  had  nined  in  Januaro  2018. 

For  vvnat  do  you  thank  God?  Thank 
Him  for  all  of  me  blessings  He  has 
given  you  that  hiiim  some  sense  of 
securityandh^.ThankGodthatFeb- 
niaro  5  wasn’t  nearly  as  bad  as  people 
made  tt  out  to  be  and  tiiat  yon  are  not 
just  at  the  mercy  of  tile  iqw  and  downs 
of  markets.  Rest  secure  in  the  mighty 
hand  of  God  and  His  unfoiting  love  and 
nace  to  you.  For  today,  think,  trust, 
uiank  —  and  whatever  you  do,  don’t 
jump  off  your  front  poi^  You  might 
skin  your  knee. 

Tk»  author  ooM  bo  ooiUactmi  at  di- 
rtctions^mbebjjry. 


Take  steps  to  dive  into  exhilarating  evangelism 


By  Andrew  Hahart 
Corraapondant 

Sharing  the  Goepd  ie  a  lot 
like  skydrinng.  Most  people 
never  do  k. 

Marty  who  try 
are  terrified  me 
entire  time.  Moat 
are  glad  they 
(tidm  Afew  will 
catch  the  bug 
anddoHagam 
and  again. 

Even  though 
shaiii^  the  Goo)^  ia  scary 
sometimes,  ^  nope  for  my 
own  church  is  that  peo^  will 
catchtiiebugtoshaietneGoa- 
pel  and  ba^  to  do  it  over  and 
overagdiL 

In  me  midst  of  a  national 
downward  trend  in  baptiama, 
what  doea  it  take  to  create 
an  evangeliatic  dimme  in  the 
church?  While  dianiating  this 
challenge  with  aevetal  friends 
in  ministry,  Tve  noted  eight 
steps  necessary  to  see  a  paasion 
for  evangelism  take  root  in  the 
church: 

■  Pray:  Ask  God  to  do  what 
man  cannot.  Every  spiritual 
awakening  in  history  has  been 
preceded  ny  prayer.  Pray  for 
^rokenness  over  the  lost.  Pray 


fur  God  to  bring  people  acre 
your  path  who  need  leana. 
nay  tor  evangdistk  fcivor  snd 
boMBem.  Ask  God  to  do  in  His 
strength  what  you  cannot  do  in 
youra. 

■  Taacht  Show  the  value. 
Reaearch  on  organixational 
culture  baa  shown  that  in 
order  to  tee  people’s  befaav- 
iorcliaiige,Uieir>mdeiiy- 
ing  values  and  bdiefo  must 
change.  Cukute  chantt  in  tile 
chuioi  won’t  occur  vmhout  a 
change  of  values,  and  the  best 
way  to  shape  tile  values  cf  the 
church  is  to  teadi  the  3erip- 
tuies  fohhfaUy.  Healthy  and 
lasting  change  of  any  tort  in 
the  church  ia  always  grounded 
in  God’s  Word.  As  a  pastor, 
show  the  people  what  the  Bible 
says  about  the  importance  of 


welaaaniuvilathaitoreapoiid. 
Train  your  people  to  uae  ooe 
and  encourage  them  to  do  aoaa 
often aapnasihlf  Themoiewe 
ftaue  the  Goapd  the  moK  effec¬ 
tive  vto  become. 

■  Ptaiu  create  ( 
tieatoihare.( 
wonTaowthrmaelves.  Without 
i 


:  Provide  a  method. 
Studfea  of  church  planting 
movemenlB  have  demonatiated 
that  leaders  of  rapid-growth 
midtinlyiiig  diutdi  movements 
train  tidievm  to  use  timple,  re- 
produciMe  mmhods  of  almring 
the  GoopeL  Whether  k  ia  Evan¬ 
gelism  Exploafoo,  3  Ctideg  or 
Two  Ways  to  Live,  there  are 
many  great  methods  of  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  that  indude  the 
proper  content  of  the  Gospel  as 


Maiiy  church  members  know 
they  should  share  the  Gaapd, 
and  even  understand  how  to 
share  the  Gospel,  bat  without 
a  coocrele  plan  to  do  to,  they 
win  be  unnkdy  ever  actudfiy  to 
share.  Whether  you  your 
people  to  share  the  Goapd  in 
a  local  nei^iborliood  door  to 
door,  or  you  invke  members  to 
ieversge  cfaurch-wide  events 
as  opportunities  to  share  with 
the  loat,  work  to  create  medfic 
pathwgys  and  opportunmea  for 
church  members  to  share  ^ 


GoumL 

■  Mo 


I  Motivate: 
Oneoftbebiggeai 
to  evangeUsinli  fear.  Remind 
your  church  members  that  ai 
diaciplei  we  are  indwek  by  the 
Holy  Spitk  who  em|>owets  our 
wkneaa.  Be  a  champion  for 
evangriiam  both  publicly  and 
privikeK.  Share  stories  of  how 
you  and  the  church  staff  are 


sharing  the  GoapeL  Clmlenge 
people  to  share  Ae  Goapd  Mid 
men  encourage  them  again  and 
againtodok. 

■  Dare  onatrnteiShow 
how  k’a  done.  Good  leadem 


evsngdiwic  church,  modd  what 
an  evangeUttic  tifeatyfe  looka 
like,  rn  never  forget  walchiiig 
a  mentor  of  mine  fhare  the 
Goapd  with  people  on  aaveral 
occasiona.  Watching  how  be 
turned  the  convertation  toward 
Chiiat  and  invited  people  to 
respond  in  a  noo-tnieatina  way 
oementad  in  my  own  nundthat 
aharingtfaeGoqidwaatome- 
tUng  mat  I  oould  do.  There  wna 
something  about  teeing  k  mod¬ 
eled  that  made  everything  I  had 
been  taught  about  evangdiam 

M  Celebrate:  Savor  the 
ftorfea.  Leaders  reved  what  is 
impoilaik  by  what  they  praiae 
and  what  th^  coiKlemn.  When 
peoplediaretheGoapd,od- 
dxate  k.  When  a  loat  person 
trusts  Christ,  odebrate  k.  Share 
theae  storiea  on  Sundmi*.  Make 
a  big  deal  of  baptiam.  After  dL 
*tiiere  is  joy  in  the  ptaaence  of 
God’s  angds  over  one  ainiiar 
who  repents*  (Luke  15:10}. 

■  Replicate:  The  student 
becomes  the  teacher.  The  goal 


of  aharing  the  Goapd  ia  to 
make  ftiadples  who  wiH  make 
diadplerne  evaondiatic  tadi 
iaa't  complete  mkirwe  pam 
the  diadple-inakiiig  baton  to 
otfaaci.  A  we  teach,  train  and 
lead  church  menfoetB  to  afaare 
the  Goapd,  encourage  them 
toteach,trainaiidlMolb- 
eta.  Aa  we  have  oppartnnky 
to  lead  people  to  Cniiat  tend 
new  be&evm  ri^  bam  into 
tile  haiveat  to  amue  wkh  thdr 
frunfty,  frienda,  neighbors  and 
oo-workets. 

Paatots  are  catied  to  *do  the 
work  of  an  evangdiat*  (2  Thno- 
thy  4:^.  Most  dgys,  I  don't  feel 
mective  in  my  attempli 
to  be  a  wknem  for  ChiiaL  In 
pereond  evangriiam,  1  raidy 
fed  tike  we  hs^  the  fineme 


beautihil  pass  down  the  field; 
often,  ifs  like  we’re  tiyhig  to  do 
eveiytiiiiig  poaaible  jtid  to  get 
a  firm  doi^  My  prayer  for  my 
church,  ae  wdl  M  for  others,  n 
that  we  win  ideiklessly  press 
forward  in  our  evangmstic  ef¬ 
forts  until  we  see  the  ban  move 
down  the  field. 

Amfreu;  Hebert,  on  TUiit- 
ter  at  (^andreivhaertSb,  is 
the  lead  pastor  of  Paramount 
Church  m  Amarillo,  Texas. 
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BPEAKIWC  Nf  WS 


WASHINQTON  jBF)  —  Trump  quoted  fohesiaiis 
Ametka’t  heritaqe  of  futh  and  xio  and  said  ‘Amem’t  he- 
ita  ongoing  experience  of  God’s  roes  rise’ to  tM  verse’s  call  to 
grace  were  UA  President  Don-  do  good  works.  He  fitk 
aid  Tnunp’s  focus  in  his  Feb.  8  respimdets  and  ordinary  dti- 
addiess  to  the  66th  annual  Na-  sens  who  hdped  thdr  ne^- 
tional  Prayer  Breakfast  at  the  hots  during  Hurricanes  Har- 
Washingtnn  Hilton  in  Wash-  vey  and  Inna:  foefi^iteis  who 
intfon,D.C.  battled  California  wildfoes; 

Each  year,  this  event  re-  strangers  %vho  shielded  one 
minds  us  mat  faith  is  central  to  anotha  from  bullets  dutii^  a 
American  life  and  to  liberty,’  mass  shooting  in  Las  Vegas; 
Trump  said. ‘Dur  founders  m-  communities  that  have  fought 
vcded  our  Creator  four  times  the  nation's  opioid  crisis;  and 
in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen-  members  of  the  UA  militaiy. 
dence.  Our  currency  declares.  The  President  also  spoke  of 
‘In  God  we  trust,’  and  we  place  America's  ‘tireless’  quest  for 
our  hands  on  our  hearts  as  we  justice  and  peace,  noting  that 
recite  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  the  U.S.-led  coautfoo  to  de- 
and  proclaim  we  are,  ‘One  Na-  feat  the  Islamic  State  tmrorist 
tion  Under  God.”  grotqi  “has  liberated  almost 

Among  Soudiem  Baptists  in  looX  of  the  territory  just  re- 
attendance  were;  cently  hdd  by  these  kaDers  in 

■  Ronnie  Floyd,  pastor  of  Iraq  and  aO  throqj^iout  Syria.’ 

Cross  Church  in  norawest  At-  America  ’stands  with  all 
kansas  and  frinner  president  people  suffering  rdigious  per- 
of  the  Southern  Bai»st  Con-  sedition,’  Trump  said.  He 
vention.  referenced  government  op- 

■  Jack  Graham,  senior  pas-  piess^  and  human  i^hts 
tor  of  Prestonwood  Church,  violations  in  Iran,  Cuba,  Ven- 
Dallas,  and  former  pmident  ezuela,  and  North  Korea. 

of  the  Southern  Bapbst  Con-  ‘Our  rights  are  not  given 
ventkm.  to  us  ^  man,’  Trump  note<j. 

■  Robert  Jeffrees,  senior  ’Ourri^itscamefromourCie- 

ror  of  First  Church.  Dal-  ator.  No  matter  what,  no  eatffi- 
and  commentator  for  Fox  ly  force  can  take  thwe  i^hts 
News.  away.  That  is  wiw  the  words, 

■  Greg Laurie, seniorpastor  'Praise  be  to  God’  are  etched 
of  Harvest  Chifetian  IfeOow-  atop  the  Washington  Monu- 
shia  in  Riverside,  Ca.  meat,  and  those  same  wnrds 

DA  Rra.  Steve  Scaliae,  a  .  are  etdied  into  the  heaks  ofi 
Louisiana  Republican  who  was  our  people.’ 
shot  by  an  assailant  in  June  'Dump  said  Americans  are 
2017  while  practicing  for  a  eon-  *truK  blessed’ by  God.'*Across 
gressional  DosebaO  game  be-  our  umd,  we  see  die  splmidoT 
tween  Republicans  and  Demo-  of  God’s  steation.  Thrmighout 
crats,  dMvered  die  moming’s  our  hiMoiy,  we  see  the  story 
kmnote  address  cod  spoke  of  of  God’s  providence,  and  in 
muracles  God  performed  to  eveiy  dw  and  town,  we  see 
save  his  life  foUowmg  his  mor-  the  Loren  grace  all  around  us 
tal  iqjury.  through  a  million  acts  of  kind- 

U.S.  Army  officer  Scott  Smi-  ness,  courage,  and  generosity.’ 
ley  also  spoke  wit*;  his  wife  Tif-  Floyd,  preddent  of  die  Na- 

frmy  about  his  recovery  follow-  tnnal  Dw  of  Prmer  Ihsk  Fbice. 


SOLVE  THE  PROBLEM  —  U.S.  San.  Jamas  Lankfoid  (R-Ok.)  sddrasSas  a  Fab  7  news  eoofarence 
in  Washington.  D.C,  on  the  DACA  issua  with  othar  svangakcal  Christian  leaders,  pastors,  and  sana- 
Urs.  Russell  Moore  (third  from  right),  prasidant  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commisaion  in  Nashville,  also  spoke  at  tfw  naws  confarsnoa.  (BP  photo) 


Southern  Baptist,  evangelical 
leaders  urge  action  on  Dreamers 


joined  Unfred  States  senators 


to  swiftly  dected  officials, ’Do  not  simidy  the  significance  of  Dreamers  and 
this  down  die  road.  Do  not  reftmeesincongregatioos. 
mre  these  pec^  created  in  'Dreamers  are  not  tome  ah- 
e  image  of  (fod.  stract  category  for  us,’  Moore 

—  U.&  Sen.  James  Lankford  said.  ’Dreamns  are  teaching 

leas  (ROk-X  a  former  staffer  at  the  Stm^  sdiord.  Dreamers  are 
”  rial  Convention  leading  door-to-door  evang^ 

said  at  the  news  lism  raforts  in  our  communi- 
rhis  is  a  unique  ties.  Dreamers  are  the  ones  who 
I  think  were  are  beptixing,  the  ones  who  are 
at  there’s  a  dead-  teaching  people  to  read  in  our 

.  _ ,iiirement  to  actu-  communities.  ’LHeamers  are 

lative  resolution  is  ally  act  on  some  issues  related  leading  churches  in  the  United 
March  5,  an  estL  to  Dreamers.  States  rff  America  and  wfaoi  we 

fellow  cqp  Dreamers  in  jeopardy,  we 
,  see  all  of  us  in  jeopardy.  What 
Lankford  told  reporters.  *[F1or  hurts  one  part  of  the  oorfe  of 
these  femiUes  that  are  wdting  Christ  hurts  all  of  the  body  of 
for  this  moment,  th^  need  to  Christ.’ 
know  what  is  the  dedaon,  what  Jesse  Rinoones,  executive  di¬ 
direction  are  we  actually  going  in  rector  of  the  Hispanic  Baptist 
the  law.*  Convention  of  Texas,  said,  *Fot 

U.S.  Sen.  Angus  iOng  of  Hispanic  Baptist  efaunhes,  these 
Maine,  an  indepwidem  who  issues  are  not  theoretical  or  just 
caucuses  with  Democrats,  said  statistics.  These  numbers  rep- 
Senote  Majority  Leader  MHch  resent  people  who  are  intetpol 
McConndl  (R.  !^.)  has  indi-  parts  at  our  coiiaregkioiis  — 
’a  kiiid  church  members,  Min^sduol 

_  teachers,  studeiits,  employees, 

next  week  that  would  initiate  an  moimiinity  leaders,  arid  even 
sinemliiienl  proqeas  that  would  semini^-trained  futon,  who 
hopefully  resik  in  pssssy  and  are  feeing  very  real  fears  nr  the 
momentum  goiim  forward  to  the  future  ifCooness  doesn't  act.’ 
UA  House  of  Representatives  Thabiti  Amahwife  pastor 
and  the  Ptesideiit.  of  Anacostia  River  Counh  in 

*We’ie  not  goii^  to  solve  the  Washington.  D.C,  shared  about 
whole  [immipation]  problem  immigtants  and  refugees  in 
in  tile  next  week,’  lung  told  the  c&ich  and  told  reporters, 

Xters.  ’We’re  not  golna  to  These  are  tite  folks  tiiat  make 
aD  of  tile  ccmplteea  —  ^  our  churches.  Th^re  not 

‘Do  not  make  in-  and  believe  me,  they  are  com-  hist  funihes  out  there.  'They  are 
earner  uejghbofs  plicated— issues  involved  in  the  indeed  our  femOy.  And  many  are 
issue,  but  perhaps  hi  great  need.’ 


enact  a  reme^  for  undocument¬ 
ed  imnugrants  brou^  into  the 
United  9Mea  as  miinr  diildien. 

The  appeal  in  a  Capitol  Hill 
newt  coi^erenoc  com  I 
than  a  month  before  me  expi¬ 
ration  of  a  program  known  at  _ 

Deferred  Artion  for  Childhood  conference, 

Arrivab  (DACA)  that  has  given  moment  ti 
about  800,000  people  relief  rtanAig,  in 

from  deportation.  " 

If  nolesdsla^ 

achieved  by  I! _  _ 

mated  1,000  people  a  day  will  He  is 

lose  their  protection  from  de-  senators  to  ’not  stop  tfie  work.' 
poitatioa.  ’  ....  .. 

Former  UA  Pieskfent  Barack 
Obama,  a  Democrat,  estabUshed 
DACA  by  executive  order  in 
2013  to  protect  undocumented 
immigranta  who  arrived  in  this 
oouii|n  befam  thdr  i6tii  biith- 
day.  Tne  Thunp  administntion 
announced  Sept  5  it  would  end 
DACA  but  also  instituted  a  aix-  ^  , 

month  dday  for  Congress  to  act  McConndl  OL  I 

The  Soiftbem  Baptists  and  cMed  he  would  _ _ 

evangriicab  who  spoke  to  re-  of  hare-bones  bill’  to  the  floor 
porters  Ftb.  7  sain  they  were 
not  endoning  a  specific  oiB  but 
calling  on  and  maying  for  Coo- 
greas  and  the  white  House  to 
act  before  the  deadline  on  be¬ 
half  of  Dreamers,  a  label  that 
stems  from  the  name  of  a  bill 
introduced  to  protect  that  cat¬ 
egory  of  immipants. 

'We’re  here  toitay  to  speak  to 
the  conscieiices  of  our  dected 
leaders  to  a 

visftile  our _ 

and  our  nfugre 


PRESIDENTIAL  REMARKS  —  U.S  Prasidant  Donald  Trump 
addreaaas  tha  BBth  annual  National  Prayer  Braakfast  on  Fab  8 
at  the  Vlteahington  Hifton  in  Washington.  D  C.  (BP  acraan  grab 
courtaty  of  CNN) 
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Just  for  the  Record 


stiittfim  V 


LAKE  WfASHINQTON  FHIST  CHURCH.  GLEN  ALlXn, 
recwWiy  coWnatad  paator  Jminy  McLandon’t  26th  anwiyraary  at 
the  chufch.  Shotwn.  front  row.  ara  Kata.  Rachel  and  Jenna  McLan- 
don:  back  row.  Jordan.  Jon  Raed.  Suaanne.  and  McLandon. 


FAM  RIVER  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN.  hoalad  a  combined  choir  Chriatmaa  cantata.  The  Graat- 
eat  Story  Etwr  Told,  inchiding  Fair  River  Church.  Harmony  Church.  Arlington  Church.  Shady  Grove 
Church,  and  Anboch  Church.  Tha  choir  waa  diractad  by  Harvey  Magee,  miniater  of  muaic  M  New 
Sight  Church.  Jay  Andaraoa  paator. 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  FOXWORTH,  recognized  thoaa  with 
perfect  SufKlay  School  attendance  for  tha  2016-17  church  year 
Dec.  17.  2017.  Shown  ara  Sharrall  Magee.  36  years;  OiNon  Smith. 
12  years:  Kristis  Smith.  19  years:  Jimmy  Thomas.  48  years.  Not 
pictured  is  B.  B.  Stringer.  62  years. 


Thirtynina  members  of  COITRAL  CHURCH,  MBWNAN.  re¬ 
ceived  oertificatee  for  suocetsfuly  compMng  the  2018  January  BMs 
Study  of  1  Pater  Strangers  in  a  Secular  World.  Pastor  ONtm  Jackson 
conducted  the  study  on  Wednesday  and  Sunday  nighls  in  January. 


Members  of  NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH,  SROOKHAVEN. 

read  through  the  Brble  in  2017  Shown  are  Glen  MuHina.  Pet  Mul- 
Ima.  Naomi  Windboma.  Virginia  Calcota.  Virgil  Calcota.  James 
Sutton.  JoAnn  Whits.  Charles  White,  and  Keith  Raynaud 
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Submissioa  Guideliiws 


th*  Hiwliiippl  BapdM  CorMWNion.  Na«vt  iMm* 
ogtaphs  <<*pieiina  b«M(Hs  and  acthflliM  «iir  Mcutar 
iganiationa  wil  not  ba  pktWMd. 
mattiod:  naw«  may  ba  aubminad  alaciynica»» 

I  adtbaaa  batoM,  and  mual  ba  indudad  h  tha 
imam  m  an  a-mai  form.  Sacondary  marhod'  nawa 
writtan  or  naady  prMad  on  8  1/2  by  t1-incb  pa- 
lad.  At  arbrlaa  mual  ba  laoaivad  in  writing:  no  ar- _ 
acoaptad  owr  tha  tdfophona  Ouaio  owar-praaamw 
.  no  taut  attaclananfo  viitt  ba  accaplad.  Photofpaph 
atfochmami  in  JWEQ  format  arajiatmiiifoli. 

Ploaaa  malia  articfoa  conciao.  Incfoda  tha  who.  what.  whan, 
dalaila  ct  tha  alory.  along  with  a  cordact  paraon'i 
addraaa  and  taliphona  numbar. 

Phaavrapha  muM  ba  aubmittad  atoctronioaRy  via  amai.  aa 
altachmanli  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  phategraptia  iiiaM 
tbraugh  tha  poatal  aarvfoo  «rii  not  ba  aaaaptad.  Phofogiapha 
nant  ba  daar.  diarp.  and  vwRightad.  Photogmpha  mual  dtpia 
paopto.  No  haidacapa-.  buUaig-.  or  obiactonly  phologrmiba  wS 
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to  mobilize  Umitleaa  miaaion- 
ariea  to  Join  you,  and  I  want  to 
work  wtni  ovaraaaa  in  any 
wanrt  I  can  nelp  you. 

*In  ahoft,  t  want  to  do  any¬ 
thing  I  can  to  aee  miaainnt 
aucceed  acroaa  and  brnri^ 
IMS  and  the  SBC  for  the  gioty 
ofGod.' 

Platt  and  other  aenior  DfB 
leaden  have  atated  dieir  eam- 
mitment  to  the  cootiiMiity  at 
OWa  work  doting  the  auc- 
ceaaor  aeturch.  Platt  aaid  they 
wiD  continue  to  impiement 
the  ii-itiatlvea  that  leaden  in 
Richmond  and  aroond  the 
world  have  put  in  place  and 


paastkm,  ciartfied  of  ita  mia- 
aion,  and  recalSinted  internal 
nratema  and  atnuturea  around 
that  miasion. 

'We  have  aet  the  atage  for  a 
limttleea  miaaion  force  that  is 
focused  on  the  miaraionaiy  task 
vrith  ardent  motivatioa  and 
strong  biblical,  theological,  ec- 
cleskdogical,  and  nuiaiologi- 
cal  foundatioas,'  Platt  aakL 

*Wc  have  sought  to  cre¬ 
ate  coDahorative  processes 
ia  the  MB  such  foat  what 
we  do  doesn’t  revolve  around 
one  leader,  but  around  all  of 
us  worUag  together.  Conse¬ 
quently.  our  vision  for  the 


h/}  oh/L;. 
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places  for  the  rioiy  of  God.* 

Platt  specmcailly  encour 
aged  the  3,soo-plus  MB  mis 
sioaariea  around  the  world  t( 
remain  ateadfost  in  their  devo 
tion  to  the  missionary  task  it 
the  place  and  the  role  when 
God  nas  placed  each  of  them 
noting  th^  *know  better  thar 
anyone  elm:  the  nations  neeil 
the  Gospel.* 

Platt  imploied  the  mksion- 
aries  to  not  let  the  news  of  hh 
departure  distract  them  from 
getting  die  Gospel  to  those 
who  have  never  beard  it 

Trustee  chair  Dunbar  said 
after  Platt’s  announcement, 
*I  am  thankful  that  David  will 
continue  to  lead  until  a  new 
president  is  elected.  He  wants 
to  continue  MB’s  momentum 
and  progress  in  reaching  this 
lost  wond  and  ms  king  us  a 
more  effective  organization  to 
do  that* 

Platt  was  named  MB  presi¬ 
dent  in  August  2014,  succeed¬ 
ing  former  MB  missioaary 
Tom  EUiff  who  served  as  pres- 
ident  for  three  years  after  the 
retirement  of  llissiae^pi  na¬ 
tive  Jerry  Rankin. 

Trustees  will  begin  their 


i^  their  next  board  Of  tnistei 
meeting  Feb  28-Harch  1. 

*We  are  sad,  but  also  fe 
confident  in  the  future  as  « 
move  forward,*  Dunbar  sail 
*We  trust  that  David’s  gifts  1 
preaching,  teaching,  and  wrt 
ing  will  cootiaue  to  Meas  tl 
work  of  the  MB  for  many  yeai 
to  come,  and  ws  look  farwai 
to  a  long-term  relationship.* 


CHURCH  SAFETY 
SEMINAR 


COM.  bom  p.  1 

ting  the  Gospel  to  the  nations, 
and  I  want  to  spend  what  Ut^ 
tune  1  have  left  on  this  earth 
with  urgency  toward  that 
end.*  he  said.  ’'This  passion  is 
what  drove  me  to  become  MB 
president,  and  1  have  aoiKfat  to 
honor  Him  and  you  in  thurole 
over  the  last  four  years.* 

Platt  said  his  decision  to 
initiate  tiie  process  seeking  a 
successor  is  founded  in  con¬ 
centrated  prayer  and  fosting 
alonnide  coimsel  from  vari¬ 
ous  Jeaders  across  the  Sootb- 
em  Baptist  Convention  over 
recent  months. 

*I  have  come  to  the  real¬ 
isation  that  it  is  not  viftde 
long-term  for  me  to  lead  as 
proddent  of  the  MB  while 
serving  as  teaching  pmtor  in  a 
church,*  Platt  said,  ^hh  real¬ 
ization  has  been  sobering,  for 
I  don’t  believe  I  can  chooae  be¬ 
tween  preaching  and  leading 
in  the  local  church,  and  mobi- 


the  conclusion  that  tf  I  am  fa¬ 
int  to  serve  in  this  way  in  ttie 
local  church,  then  I  need  to 
serve  in  different  ways  for  & 
cause  of  global  miasioos. 

*1  love  this  MB  foi^,  and  I 
want  to  encourage  you  contin- 


TO  ALL  NATIONS  -  David  Platt  (second  from  right),  presidom 
at  foe  Irasnialional  Mission  Board  of  the  Soufoam  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  prays  with  new  Christians  wfoo  hove  accepted  Jesus  ChrisI 
as  Lord  and  Savior  at  CristoMndia.  a  Brazilian  Baplial  ministry 
foal  reaches  out  to  drug  addicts  in  Slo  Paulo  with  a  daily  meal, 
ahrhver.  dean  ctofoes.  and  the  Gospsi.  (IMB  Photo) 

are  aimed  toward  fulfilling  the  future  remains  the 'same:  we 


ate  aimed  toward  fulfilling  the 
agenc/s  ndssion. 

An  MB  press  release  stated 
that  during  Platt’s  tenure,  the 
Soutiiem  Baptist  miasioiiaty- 
sending  agency  has  achieved 


will  continue  partnoing  with 
churches  to  empower  limit¬ 
less  missionary  teams  who  are 
evangelizing,  diad 
ing,  and  multip' 
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more.  LifeWay  Stores  must  De 
a  plaix  you  go  to  learn,  to  ex¬ 
perience,  to  connect  to  people 
and  to  discover  resources." 

Recent  organizational 
ciian^  at  LifeWay  integrat¬ 
ed  the  resources  and  retail 
divisions  to  better  serve  cus¬ 
tomers,  Geiger  told  trustees. 
“We  Nvant  to  do  all  we  can  to 
breathe  new  life  into  our  stores 
because  of  the  people  we  serve 
through  them. 

“Our' aim  is  to  help  people 
Navigate  their  faith  journey 
through  creating  and  curat¬ 
ing  transformational  content, 
while  Catalans  and  e^ip- 
ping  local  church  ministries  in 
rheir  mission  of  making  dis-' 
ciples.” 

Trustees  began  their  two- 
day  meeting  with  tours  of 
UieWay's  new  headquarters 
in  Nashvilie,  which  opened 
in  November  2017.  While  the 
new  building  incorporates 
the  latest  in  technology,  it 
also  highlights  UfeWay’s  127- 
year  hi:>tory  with  displays  of 
stained  glass  and  otnei  arti¬ 
facts  pit.  served  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  campus. 

“This  niw  headquarters 
building  has  enhanced  be¬ 
yond  my  imagination  what  I 
thought  a  facility  coidd  do," 
Rainer  told  trustees.  “For  that 
I  am  grateful  to  God." 

The  relocation  has  brought 
more  energy,  excitement,  en- 
ihusiasm,  and  collaboration 
to  LifeWay  —  and  those  effects 
will  continue,  said  Brad  Wag¬ 
goner,  executive  vice  praident 
and  chief  operating  officer. 

“We  don’t  view  it  as  just 
lomething  that  happened  back 
on  Noveinoer  13.  We  view,  it  as 
an  ongoing  evolution  of  who 
we  are,'  Waggoner  said. 

Tim  Hill,  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  information 
officer,  praised  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  LifeWay’s  IT  employ¬ 
ees  who  workra  around  the 
dock  to  launch  the  new  build¬ 
ing.  Multimedia  ^uipment 
and  high-tech  meeting  rooms 
make  it  easy  for  employees  to 
collaborate  and  work  remote¬ 
ly,  he  noted. 

“We've  set  LifeWay  up  for 
the  future,"  he  said. 

Mgjor  upgrades  will  roll  out 
this  year  for  LifeWay.com,  Hill 
said.  "Thisis  all  about  helping 
customers  find  what  the/re 
looking  for.  It's  to  help  them 
on  their  faith  journey." 

The  ability  to  work  from 
anywhere  and  at  any  time  po¬ 
sitions  LifeWay  to  better  serve 
churches  around  the  globe, 
noted  Selma  Wilson,  senior 
vice  president  and  chief  peo- 
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Clue:  L~T 

Have  fun  with  crjtptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
■knou)ledge.A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
dvroughout  the  pusxle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle.' John  8:29 


By  Charlaa  Marx.  1932-2004, 0  2005 


Answering  the  Critics  • 


To  be  honest  with  you,  thi«  has  been  share.  That  sharins  caused  him  to  be  day  morning  relationship  with  Him.  at  any  time  to  give  a  d^nse  to  anyone 

one  of  die  hardest  lessons  to  write  this  beaten  and  impr^ned  because  what  To  compensate  for  this,  we  developed  who  asks  yon  for  a  re.^son  for  the  hoM 

quarter.  It  has  not  been  hard  because  he  shared  offended  his  society  just  as  programs  to  encourage  us  to  share  that  is  in  you.’  I  Peter  3:14-15  (CSB) 
1  didn’t  umlerstandw^  the  Scripture  this  same  gospel  offends  ours.  andout  of  guih  we 'dio’ the  programs  Don’t  miss  the  words,  “for  the  hope 

was  talking  about.  It  was  hard  because  without  success.  While  that  sounds  that  is  in  you!’  That  is  the  relation- 

I  was  ccmvicted  by  the  simpliciw  of  So,  what  is  the  difference  between  harsh,  the  numben  of  people  vdio  are  ship  part  of  this  whole  thing.  Jesus 
it.  Our  lesson  is  about  Paul  telling  Paul  and  us?  Here  is  the  fsct...Paul  coining  to  Christ  in  our  communities  us  hope  in  a  hopeless  situation 

both  Festus  and  Amippa  (alon^  with  spoke  like  he  did  because  he  had  a  is  evidence  of  this  truth.  and  we  must  be  ready  to  share  it  no 

his  wife  Bernice)  the  story  of  hu  life  deep  on-going:  relationship  with  Je-  matter  if  people  cay  we  are  out  of  our 

and  how  Jesus  came  and  changed  h.  sus.  Jesus  had  literallv  changed  his  Sharing  Christ  is  not  always  going  or  stuifying  too  much.  He  tells 

It  was  simple  and  to  the  point.  Even  life  and  he  couldn’t  hmp  but  tell.  My  to  be  easy  in  this  politlcally-corTect  us  to  be  ready  at  any  time,  however, 
when  Fetus  accused  him  of ‘being  out  high  school  pastor  told  me  I  would  world  we  live,  but  we  were  told  that  (1,^  gospel  must  thrive  within  us  to  be 
of  his  mind  and  stud3ring  too  much,*  never  need  it  would  to  ^  this. 

Paul  stood  on  the  simple  fects  about 
Jesus:  the  propheciesL  His  suffering 
to  his  death,  resurrection,  and  the  call 
to  those  who  believe.  Paul  could  speak 
to  kings  and  governors  with  ease  for 


evang^ise  easy.  Jesus 

ever  warned  that 

bad  a  life-  the  world 

changing  would  hate 

encounter  ...  us,  so  vdiy 

with  Jesus.  is  it  a  sur- 

It  was  a  prise  to  os 

bold  sUte-  mat  we  are 

ment  on  hit  grettea 

part,  but  I  vrfthopened 

never  forgot  it,  and  have  since  found  arms?  (Remember,  Paul  was  in  prison 
it  to  be  very  true.  Sadly,  perhaps  our  '  when  he  spoke  the  words  of  our  text!)  < 

problem  in  shariiw  Christ  witn  oth- 

ers  is  because  we  don’t  have  anything  Peter  lived  in  a  more  dangerous  an  < 
to  share.  Yes,  we  walked  down  an  world  than  ours  yet  be  encouraged  pm 
aisle,  joined  a  church,  and  accepted  believers  this  way:  ’But  even  if  you  bopi 


So.  what  is  pur  relationship  with 
Christ?  Is  it  thriving  or  on  life-sup¬ 
port.  I  am  not  asking  if  you  are  saved, 
you  probably  are,  but  do  you  daily 
walk  with  Him?  How  has  he  cfaanpd 
your  life?  Do  you  walk  in  hope  or  de¬ 
spair  over  the  world  sitiiation?  Your 


I  Am  Just  Passing  Through  •  /  Peter  2:1 1-17 


One  of  the  most  heated  debates 
currently  in  our  country  is  that  of  im¬ 
migration.  Everyone  seems  to  have 
a  passionate  pomtion  on  Hiis  iaeue.  I 
am  not  going  to  pet  political,  but  ev¬ 
ery  one  M  us  would  do  wdl  to  take  the 
time  to  research  the  scriptures  and 
educate  ourselves  about  what  Ood  has 
to  say  to  about  the  ’aliens  and  strang¬ 
ers’  among  us.  If  you  are  looking  for 
a  few  starting  places,  check  out  uo- 
dus  22:21,  Leviticus  l9:^to,  Deuter¬ 
onomy  6:iO-M,  Jeremian  22:3-5,  Ro¬ 
mans  12:13.  '1^  fe  only  a  hanmnil  of 
the  plethora  of  verses  of  in  the  Bible 
that  address  the  issue  of  bow  we  as 
God’s  children  are  to  treat  our  fellow 
human  beings.  The  next  time  you  find 
youts^^  in  a  conversation  regarding 
those  coming  into  our  country,  equip 
yoursdf  with  the  written  word  of  God 
rather  fhan  the  talking  heads  on  radio 
or  television. 

The  implications  and  applications 
of  this  week’s  lesson  are  both  a  chal- 
lei^  and  a  reminder  to  our  Ameri¬ 
can  Christian  mindset.  We  can  get  so 
bogped  down  in  the  here  and  now  we 
tend  to  forget  that  each  of  us  are  just 
passing  through.  Strangers,  if  you  will. 
How  many  of  os  think  about  bow  fleet¬ 
ing  life  truly  is?  1  am  willing  to  specu¬ 


late  few  of  ns  think  of  the  brevity  of  '^Baptist  for  that  length  of  time,  but  the 
life  until  traaedystrilms  or  the  loss  of  truth  of  the  matter  is,  I  know  that  my 
a  loved  ooeTTwIll  be  turning  40  years  residence  is  only  temporary.  My  room 
old  next  month.  It  is  a  feet  I  am  not  too  can  only  go  so  deep  and  my  rdation- 
craxy  about,  but  a  feet  nonethdem.  I  ships  wul  only  be  so  meaningful.  That 
find  myself  more  and  more  nostalgic  is  a  bit  sad,  but  it  is  also  a  true  for  ev- 
latsiy.  Have  you  ever  read  something  styone.  You  do  not  have  to  be  a  pastor 
so  powerful  tnnt  it  took  you  to  another  to  realiae  that  life  on  this  Earth  does 
piM  and  time?  It  could  be  a  song  or  not  last  forever, 
even  a  book.  For  me,  it  was  this  quote, 

’At  some  point  in  your  childliood,  you  Because  of  the  feet  we  are  each  iust 
and  your  Wnds  went  outside  to  ^y  passing  through,  it  should  compel  us 
together 
for  the  last 
time  and 


none  of  you 
knewh.'^ 


Perhaps 
it  is  the 
longing  of 
what  used 
to  be  ap¬ 
peals  to 

our  minds  and  heartstrinps.  Maybe  it 
is  the  comforts  of  beloimng  gives  us 
a  sense  of  security  in  this  uncertain 
world.  I  am  proud  to  call  Batesville  my 
hometown  although  I  have  not  lived 
there  since  1998.  I  am  also  equally 
as  thankful  to  eall  Scott  County  my 
home  of  almost  9  years.  It  is  an  honor 
tO'have  been  the  pastor  of  Harperville 


tfor  Life 

McKay 


in  several 
ways.  First, 
it  should 
cause  us  to 
realise.  The 
realisation 
we  are  in  a 
sin-stained 
an<L  fallen 
woria  can 
be  depress¬ 
ing  but  it 

also  a  reality  imtil  we  make  the  move 
to  be  with  the  Lord.  If  you  are  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  our  earthly  home  is  as  bad  as  it 
gets.  If  you  are  not  a  Christian,  your 
earthly  home  is  as  good  as  h  gets. 
Which  do  you  prefer?  Secondly,  prior¬ 
itize.  What  you  and  I  spend  our  money 
and  time  on  the  most  reveal  what  mat¬ 
ter  to  us.  I  do  not  know  soul  among 


os  if  he/she  knew  they  only  nad  one 
week  to  live  would  not  spend  some  of 
the  time  alone  with  God  in  worship 
and  prayer.  We  would  all  like  to  have 
time  with  our  femily  and  friends  to 
’pet  things  in  order,'  but  we  are  not 
pven  that  guarantee. 

It  has  been  said  before  you  can  be 
so  heavenly-minded  you  are  not  any 
earthly  good.  There  it  some  truth  in 
that  statement.  It  does  matter  how  we 
live  and  conduct  ourselves  in  a  daily 
manner.  Peter  reminds  the  reader  in 
I  Peter  2:12  their  behavior  should  be 
’excellent.*  Not  for  pride’s  sake,  but 
so  that  when  they  are  observed,  others 
will  glorify  God  and  be  drawn  to  Him 
by  the  life  they  live. 

We  began  this  article  discussing 
strangers  and  the  reminders  for  each 
of  us  we  are  all  just  passing  through. 

I  cannot  wait  until  we  get  to  Heaven 
where  there  will  be  no  strangers  in  the-* 
household  ef  God  and  we  will  all  be 
neighbors.  When  God  is  King  and  the 
kingdom  is  His,  there  will  be  no  bor¬ 
ders.  Now,  that  will  be  worth  seeing! 
Will  you  be  there? 

McKay  is  pastor  of  HarperviHt 
Church.  Harperville. 
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Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  Jmuary,  The  Baptist  Chikheo’s 
Village  evriuales  die  cash  gifts 
ceived  ftcm  churches  during  the  previ¬ 
ous  twelve  months.  In  this  evaluation,  it  has 
become  customary  to  publish  the  hfississipp 
Baptist  churches  ^ving  $1  ,C00  and  above  in 
tt>-«r>iiii8ng  order  of  designated  cash  gifts. 
This  does  not  include  non-cash  gift  items  « 
volunteer  effiiits  that  many  churches  contnb- 
ute.  This  analysis  has  become  known  as  the 
“Honor  Roll  of  Churches.” 
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CaWuu  Rra  BapM  Oimch 
tale  BapM  Chiach 
New  Salem  BapnaOuach 
Barton  Rra  iapda  Chiach 
Valley  HM  BapM  OMch 
Cahury  BapM  Chiach 
Btydw  Creak  BapM  Church 
Souii  LodarMe  BapM  Chiach 


Mapidia 

ssr* 

Oddwid 

Taykarwrlla 

Btm 


Nordi  Camrd  BapM  Amociabon 
VMmaDn  BapMAenaadon 
Nonh  Camrd  BapM  AanocUdon 


Gwi  Coaa  NpM  Aanriainn 
MmkMppi  BapM  Amociadon 
RMoaoc  BapM  Maodadon 
Omi  BmM  Maodudcai 
OM^oradm  Mkdonary  Network 
Xawmrda  Ba^  Maoefainn 
Monroe  Bapaa  AmodaHon 
MtNkaappi  BapM  Awotiatinn 
Akotn  BapM  AaMdadon 
Cddan  Triw#e  BapM  AMOCiadan 
CoHMattWu  MtMicMwry  Nutwork 
C^ioi  BapM  Amoriainn 


$1,484.78 

$1,46475 

$1,477.00 

$147540 

$1,44540 

$1450.54 

$1,49040 

$1.44540 

$1.43540 

$1.42540 

$1421X0 

$1401,95 

$140148 

$140040 

$140000 

$1,398.97 

$U9S70 

$1.39740 

$1,344.31 

51.340.00 

$1,351.42 

5U90.00 

$1,35000 

$1,341.00 

$1.33X46 

$1,324.90 

$1,334.45 

$142^ 


$1,28040 
$1,275.00 
$1,246.00 
$U46.aO 
$175740 
$175440 
$179009 
$1744.00 
$1745.35 
$174340 
$171443 
$1715-00 
$170000 
$170040 
$1700.00 
$170000 
$1.20040 
$1,200.00 
$1,20040 
$1,20000 
$1,200.00 
$170000 
$1,20000 
$170040 
$1,20040 
$I.200M 
$1,20040 
$1,20040 
$170040 
$1.20040 
$170000 
$1,20040 
$1,300.00 
$170000 
$170006 
$1,200.00 
$1,195.  JO 
$1,191.00 
$1.19000 
$1,18497 
$1,171.00 
$1,170.00 
$1,145.80 
$1,145.00 
$1,155.00 
$1,15000 
$1,15000 
$1,144.00 
$1,145.12 
$1,14945 
$1,136  00 
$1,13500 
$1,134X0 
$1.13000 
«  $1,12900 
$1,123.00 
$1,11^ 


Rra  lidii  C3iurch  Ocean  Spnnfi 
New  Hepb  BRaW  Church 


Mourn  ftmairn  BapM  Owach 
Rrw  Oom  BapM  Chiach 
Pine  Grom  Bapda  Church 
New  Saturn  BapM  Ouadi 
Pltadak  BMlbpia  Church 
Bulita^  BapM  Church 
SatsuBapMO^ 

Hurd  carm  BapM  Ouadi 
Meam  Herub  BapM  Church 
/Mn  Stmat  Baada  Church 
Mom*  Raph  bapMChuah 
MacNMiN  BapM  Ouach 
Sdann  Hope  BapM  Ouach 
NuwVwUance  BapM  Chiach 
Pulaaki  BapM  Church 
Maaimmai  BapM  Oumh 
Immauud  BapM  Ouirch 
Back  Br«idiBapM  Ouach 
Ode  HM  BapM  Church 
Bbmkidmu  BMid  Chiach 
Mourn  «n  BepM  Church 
GrucuB^MOunh 
New  Ham  BMkt  Church 
f  rteniiliip  Bapda  Church 
New  Roipect  BapM  Ouach 
EmaMe  BapM  Oimch 
Moma  Sun  BapM  Church 
New  BaBdaham  BpaM  Ouach 
WboMBe  BapM  Oimch 
Memuvbrwen  Bipaa  Ouach 
PIrmy  Grew*  BapM  Church 
Cur  net  dorm  BapM  Church 


Ewpora 

AMumObm 


Omdaw  BapM  Maodahon 
Wbuton  BMki  Aamduann 
dddon  BaM  Aaaociadon 
mtde  B^M  iMortaion 
Nmii  Cutmd  BapM  Mmdadon 
iiiaiiitppi  BapM  Aaaodarton 
hmrl  khm  BapM  AaBodadon 
•omon-nppoli  BapM  Aoaanadon 
MHoMppi  BapM  Amodadon 
CaBuumBapM  Amodadon 
taiDo  Bapdai  Aaaoddu  n 
bmmrrM  BapM  Amock  ton 
Adda  BapM  Amodadon 
Car-kMOauk  BapM  Aaanriii 
Ptae  Bek  BapM  Amodadon 
ChocMi  BapM  Amui  lador 
AMma* 

D^Wi  BapM  Aaaodation 
Luahe  Bapakl  Amociadon 
Scad  BapM  Amodadon 


PdN  BapM  Aaaodadon 
Nowton  BapM  Amodadon 
Rmtomc  BapMMaodadon 
Lot  BapM  Aaaodmion 


Cov4ai  Dawk  BapM  Aaaodadan 


kMein  BM**  Mockiiori 
PM  BapM  Maockdon 
Sunpaon  BapM  Aaaodadon 
MkMMppi  BapM  AmocMinn 
lot  BapM  Aaaodadon 
Rmtotor  BapM  Aaaoctition 
Wmhmipm  Bapdk  Aamdidon 


$1.10400 
$1,105.00 
$1,104.83 
$1,100.00 
$1,10040 
$1,093.50 
$1.093  00 
$1,08435 
$1,064.40 
$1,049.70 
$1,044.00 
$1.045  00 
$1,035  00 
51  032^ 
$1432^ 
$1427.98 
$1.02773 
$143040 
$1,013.80 
$141044 
$140541 
$1,00040 
$1.00^ 
$i4am 
$1400.00 
$1,000.00 
$1400.00 
$1,000.00 
$1,000.00 
$1,000.00 
$1,00000 
$1,000.00 
$1,00000 
$1,00000 
$1.00000 
$1,OOOM 
$1.00000 


LifeWay  Research:  Of^efiags  generally  up  in  2017 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Ouucfa 
coflectioii  Diates  were  a  litde  bit 
fuller  laat  aB,  accordiiig  to  a  new 
study  rrieaaed  Peb.  8  by 
Wey  Reaeaidi,  tbe  Nariiville- 
beied,  evangdital  reaeareh  arm 
of  UfeWey  Chrbtian  Resources 
that  nedaUaes  in  surveys  dxMit 
bdtb  m  culture  and  matters  t^ 
affect  cfaurdies. 

About  40%  of  Protestant 
pastors  say  tbeir  churches  re¬ 
ceived  more  offerings  in  S017 
than  in  tbi6.  Ibree-quaiters 
aey  their  church  met  or  ezceed- 

budget  Only  about  a  third 
say  the  economy  gave  their 
church  trouUe. 

Those  are  among  tbe  find¬ 
ings  of  a  report  from  UfeWay 
Research,  based  on  a  survey  M 
tooo  Protestant  senkx'  pas¬ 
tors  that  was  conducted  Aug. 
30-Sept.  18. 

UfeWay  Research  has 
tradced  the  impact  of  the  econ¬ 
omy  on  churcoes  since  2009, 
said  executive  director  Scott 
MoConndl.  He  noted  this  is 
the  first  time  the  majority  of 
pastors  said  tbe  economy  isn't 
a  problem  for  their  duinui. 

'The  past  decade  has  been 
difScuh  tor  many  church  bud- 
McConnd  said,  'but 
things  seem  to  be  looking  up,' 

4lot  worried 

At  the  height  of  the  Great 
Rsissslcn  in  20to,  UfeWay 
Research  found  most  pastors 
(80X)  said  tbe  economy  had 
a  negative  effect  on  the  church 
budget  That  dropped  to  51X 
by  March  2016.  In  tdie  most  re¬ 
cent  survey  from  dre  last  fall, 
35N  of  pastors  said  the  econ¬ 
omy  bad  a  negative  impact  on 
tbe  diurch.  Seventeen  percent 
cited  a  positive  impad,  and 
45N  said  no  impncL 

African-Amenean  pastors 
C59N)  and  pastors  of  churdies 
wdth  50-99  attendem  (40X) 
were  more  likely  to  say  die 
economy  was  having  a  nega¬ 
tive  impsKrt.  Pastors  of  larger 
churches  (250  or  more  at- 
tenders)  were  mote  likc^  to 


Since  the  beginning  of  201  TT" 
hav^^your  of^'ngs  been... 

Among  INotMtiMf  pMlose 
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say  tbe  econonw  was  treating 
tbm  church  weO  (28N). 
Mainline  pastors  (41N)  saw 


Mainline  pastors  (41*)  saw  '  . 

more  nenrtive  imp^  than  |  wltp 
evangelicd  pastors  (33%).  Lu- 


evangelical  pastors  (32X).  Lu¬ 
therans  (44N)  saw  more  nega¬ 
tive  impact  thim  Baptists  (31N). 

Pentecostal  pastors  (2554)  saw 
mote  positive  impact  than 
Baptist  (15K)  or  Presbyterian/ 
Retarmed  pastors  (latQ. 

OffBriBgs  hold  gtoady 

About  half  of  pastors 
their  church  is  meeting  budget 
Twenty-three  percent  said  <d- 
Jferiim  were  hUier  than  bud¬ 
geted.  Twenty-tti  percent  said 
offerings  were  lower. 

Lar^  churches  (250  or 
more  attenders)  were  more 
likely  to  say  offerings  were 
higfain  (30X).  Pastors  of  small¬ 
er  churches  (fewer  th»n  100 
attenders)  were  more  Ukdy  to 
sey  offerings  were  lower  (29X). 

African-American  pastors 
(aiX)  were  more  likely  to  s^ 
giving  is  under  budget  than 


vdiite  pastors  (26X). 

More  Bapdk  (2^),  Pen¬ 
tecostal  (30X)  and  Pieabyte- 
rian/Reformed  pastora  (23X) 


said  ofierinn  were  over  budget 
than  Methodists  (12X). 

Baptirt  (3oXX  Methodist 
(34^  and  Ho&ess  pastora 


(34X)  were  more  Uk^  to  leport 
budget  sfaortfrdls.  Pentecostal 
pastors  (1^)  were  less  hk^. 

Ovnall,  most  pastors  (78X) 
say  offerings  held  steady  from 
the  previous  year.  Forty  per¬ 
cent  said  offerings  went  up. 
Eighteen  percent  said  th^ 
went  down.  Thirty-eight  per¬ 
cent  said  offerings  stayed  the 
same. 

Incrtasas  RotBd 

Some  diurchee  of  all  sixes 
saw  an  increase  from  2016. 
That  included  about  half  of 
churches  with  100-249  at¬ 
tenders  and  57X  of  duuches 
with  250  or  more  attmiders. 
Smaller  churches  fared  a  bit 
less  wefl.  TwenW-six  percent 
of  churches  with  fever  than 
TO  attenders  saw  an  increase. 
Thirty-five  percent  of  churches 
with  50-99  attenders  said  giv- 
ingwasup. 

Pastors  in  the  North,  South, 
and  West  had  a  better  year 
than  those  in  the  Midwest. 
For^two  percent  of  pastors 
in  the  North,  South,  arid  West 
said  giving  was  up.  Only  34X 
of  pastdrs In  the  Midwest  said 
it  increased. 

More  Baptist  (45N)  and 
Pentecostal  (46X)  pastors  saw 
giving  go  up  than  Methodists 
(28^. 

Few  pastors  saw  major 
Bowth  or  dedlne  in  ghping. 
One  in  five  pastors  said  dM 
church  ghing  was  up  by  less 
than  loX.  Only  four  percent 
say  their  church  offerings  were 
upby  2gX. 

One  m  10  pastors  said  jiv¬ 
ing  dropped  by  10-24X.  IVo 
of  pastors  saw  a  as* 

Stfll,  churches  seem  to  be 
regainfrig  their  faoting  as  tbe 
economy  improves,  McCon¬ 
nell  said.  *Overall,  2017  was  a 
good  year  for  dinirii  budgets. 
Except  for  isolated  local  down¬ 
turns,  the  financial  stmg^es  of 
churdies  not  meeting  Midget 
likely  have  nothing  to  do  vdtii 
the  overall  economy.* 


S.C.  church  accepts  responsibility  in  abuse  case 


COLUMBIA.  8.0  (Bm  -  An 
apology,  athnission  of  BabO- 
i^,  and  8300,000  payout  are 
among  the  terms  FM  Church  of 
C^phiidiia,  S.C,  reached  to  settie 
a  case  involving  a  chfld  who  was 
reportedly  sexuNly  abused  by  a 
formar  church  vohmteer. 

Coofaaaing  ‘a  broken  and 
conliile  heart,*  the  church 
mologiaed  and  read  an  explana¬ 
tory  stateniem  indudiiig  the  fon 
terms  of  the  settiement  to  its 
congregation  in  its  Feb.  4  mom- 
ing  worship  service,  church 
wokesman  Bryan  Barnes  told 
b^Ptem(BP). 

^oda)^  we  want  to  offer  an 
apology  for  the  inapproptiate 
d>nd  unauxptable  condud  this 
young  man  endured  and  exprem 
regret  for  what  we  fidled  to  do  to 


prevent  k,*  accordiiig  to  a  nearly 
Moo^word  documag  Barnes 
gave  BP. 

*We  are  sorry  that  this  young 
man  was  wronged  and  ttwr  ow 
policies  and  procedures  as  wd 
as  our  enforcement  of  those 
policies  and  procedures  were  in¬ 
sufficient  to  protect  him.  No  atu- 
derg  should  have  to  eipeiienue 
what  this  young  man  «dmed.* 

AteemgerifatifiedintheOc- 
tober  2017  lawsuit  as ‘Joel  Doe* 
reportedly  suffered  abuse  includ¬ 
ing  inqipropriate  text  mrssaiXB 
M  pofofs  bdween  the  ages  of  u 
and  16  from  former  youm  voluo- 
teer  Amkew  MoCtaw. 

^Joel  Doe]  and  his  frunily  de- 
sennd  our  bast  efforts,  as  does 
every  fomily  vdw  entrusts  their 
child  to  the  programs  and  ao- 


tivities  of  our  church,*  the  state¬ 
ment  reads.  *We  ate  grateful  this 
student  aletled  Us  parents  to 
the  wrong  actions  of  tUs  trust¬ 
ed  volunteer.  ...The  young  man 
(student)  did  the  right  thfug. 

"The  legal  nuttier  witii  this 
youm  man  has  been  leaolved 
and  Fliat  Baptist  Church  is  tak¬ 
ing  steps  to  better  protect  the 
youth  of  this  church. 

In  a  statement  to  Baptist 
Prem  and  other  news  services, 
Barnes  said  the  church  regrets 
that  it  did  not  have  a  policy 
spedficafly  regarding  tcztnig  in 
plaoe  to  ptevem  sudi  kbuae. 

‘First  Baptist  has  accepted 
responsibility  for  this  even 
tluMgh  we  had  strong  policies 
in  place  and  performed  a  back- 
gnwnd  cheu  oil  the.  volun¬ 


teer  which  revealed  no  issues,* 
Barnes  said  in  the  prem  state¬ 
ment.  *What  we  did  not  have  at 
the  time  wm  a  policy  spedfical- 
ly  fotbiddim  texting  oetween 
an  aduh  anda  student  without 
copying  another  adult  Sudi  a 
poocy,  if  foBowed,  could  have 
prevBBted  these  wtastges.* 

The  settiement  did  not  re¬ 
quire  the  church  to  wfait  to 
what  the  lawsrt  dahned  wm  a 

se^  abw^addm  ffiedhm^ 
contimies  to  deny.  In  aBegh^  a 
oonsptracy,  the  lawsuit  pointed 
to  a  2002  criminal  case  involv¬ 
ing  former  deacon  John  Hidi- 
ner,  who  ia  currentiy  servfog  a 
36-)«ar  prison  term  for  sen2ly 
abutim  a  teenaje  gbi  who  at- 
tendedtfae  churdL 


The  church’s  Insiirsnrr  com¬ 
pany  wfll  cover  the  $300,000 
payoin,  the  church  teldcongie- 
gertis.  In  ackBtion  to  tiie  1^- 
ogy  and  achniation  of  UabBity 
on  the  part  of  the  church  and 
senior  pastor  Wendell  Estep,  the 
diurch  agreed  to  have  its  a^- 
cidile  poHM  updated  by  almid 
party  experienced  in  sex  abuse 
prevention. 

The  church  also  agreed  to 
keep  confidential  tbe  name  of 
tbe  chOd  who  was  abused. 

Joel  Doe  and  his  parents  are 
stiflpoisuing  a  lawnih  against 
Meuaw  in  which  an  ahema- 
tive  dispute  resolution  hear¬ 
ing  ia  set  for  kfoy  8  in  Richland 
County  sth  Judicial  Circuit 
Court,  according  to  online 
court  documents. 


